
OLVER ANNOUNCES EARMARKS FOR NORTH CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

  
           WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced today that the omnibus appropriations bill approved by             Congress includes fiscal year 2005 federal funding for several important             projects in the north central Massachusetts region of the First Congressional             District.

           Olver is a member of the House Appropriations Committee           and worked to secure the funding in the FY05 omnibus appropriations           bill, a package of spending bills approved by the U.S. House of Representatives           and the Senate on Nov. 20. The total $388 billion omnibus bill funds           the majority of the federal government's domestic activities.           The omnibus now goes to the president's desk for his signature.

$450,000 for On-Site Academy in Gardner

           On-Site Academy in Gardner is part of a national           program for law enforcement personnel that treats first responders           who have experienced traumatic stress related to their work. On-Site           Academy provides a variety of treatment and counseling programs, including           critical incident stress debriefing, residential services, support           for families, programs for retied officers and for first responders           injured in the line of duty, training, and referral services and follow-up.

                             "On-Site Academy is truly a program that serves our                             nation's everyday heroes, our public safety                             personnel," Olver said. "Through innovative                             residential and out-patient programs, On-Site Academy                             is able to provide confidential services that allow                             our police officers, firefighters and Emergency Medical                             Technicians to effectively return to their critical                             work after a traumatic on the job experience."

                             For more information, contact Hayden A. Duggan, Director                             of On-Site Academy, at 978-632-3518.

$375,000 for North Worcester County Enhanced Technology                             Initiative for Fitchburg, Gardner and Leominster                             police departments

                             The North Worcester County Enhanced Technology Initiative                             would link together police computer systems in Fitchburg,                             Leominster and Gardner to allow each department to                             access and share information on a real-time basis. 

                             "I am pleased to provide funding to the police departments                             of Fitchburg, Gardner and Leominster to further enhance                             the cooperative partnerships that have been established," Olver                             said. "Upgrading the computer systems of all                             three departments to allow for secure communication                             and shared resources will improve the public safety                             for all residents in North Worcester County"

                             The tri-city area of Fitchburg, Leominster and Gardner                             has seen a dramatic increase in drug trafficking                             over the last several years. In response, the Fitchburg                             Police Department has joined the North Worcester                             County Task Force, which includes the tri-city police                             departments, four area towns and the District Attorney's                             office. The combining of resources has led to a six-fold                             increase in drug search warrants being served in                             Fitchburg. The sharing of intelligence and information                             has made the task force a dynamic and highly responsive                             law enforcement tool in drug investigations. This                             helps reduce overall crime in the region.

                             Because drug-related crime is extremely mobile, local                             law enforcement agencies need to coordinate on a                             regional basis. Speeding the flow of intelligence                             and information is a logical step to further increasing                             the effectiveness of the task force. This coordinated                             technology system would allow real-time communication                             and interfacing between departments to improve public                             safety for the region.

                             For more information, contact Fitchburg Police Chief                             Edward F. Cronin at sueed@verizon.net .

$750,000 geothermal technology project in Fitchburg

                             This project, which includes future for housing in                             its overall design, will use innovative renewable                             energy models to decrease housing costs by lowering                             energy costs.

                             "One of the major burdens of the total cost of housing                             and development in Massachusetts and New England                             is the cost of energy," Olver said. "It                             is estimated this project will lower the cost of                             energy for residents by 35 to 50 percent or more."

                             The funding will assist the Massachusetts Innovation                             Center in Fitchburg with a project at their Oak Hill                             Complex in Fitchburg to provide geothermal systems                             for heating and cooling in an 88,000-square-foot                             mill building. This facility, which currently includes                             mixed commercial space and a charter school, plans                             to expand into housing. This funding will allow the                             project to lower the cost of housing, as well as                             lower the use of fossil fuels. Locally, the project                             will raise the standard of housing at the complex.                             The efficient and renewable energy system will also                             serve as a regional and national model for usage                             of geothermal technologies. 

                             For more information, contact Robert Ansin at the                             Massachusetts Innovation Center in Fitchburg at 978-424-2500.

$175,000 for the Old Academy Building in New Salem

                             This two-story Old Academy Building, along with the                             New Salem Center historic district, is on the National                             Historic Register. Two years ago, a study conducted                             by the Historic Society found the building to be                             structurally sound. This funding will allow the New                             Salem Historical Commission to begin work on a project                             to eventually convert the first floor of the building                             as a living museum and use the second floor as a                             library and learning center. 

                             "Massachusetts' historic town centers are an                             important piece of our nation's history. It                             is where the fabric of the country's civic                             and social record began," Olver said. "Preserving                             this history through the restoration of buildings,                             such as the Old Academy Building in the heart of                             New Salem's center, is an important endeavor                             and I am pleased to have secured funding for the                             structure."

                             The construction style used to build the school is                             called "stack plank" or "ribbon" and                             uses horse hair for plaster. The inside of the school                             has not changed since it was closed in 1968; it has                             no wiring, heat or running water, and the walls need                             to be painted. 

                             New Salem Academy, which served as both a private                             preparatory school and the town's high school,                             was established in 1795 and for many years was the                             center of educational and cultural life. The building                             that stands today was built in 1838. The school remained                             in existence until 1968.

                             For more information, contact Jean Marie Derderian,                             chair of the New Salem Historical Commission, at                             978-544-0278 or jeand@javanet.com .
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$450,000 for Barre Rural Health Center

                             The funding will assist the Barre Health Center to                             expand its existing facility from its current size                             of 8,000 square feet to 15,000 square feet, allowing                             the health center to accommodate an increase of patient                             volume in an appropriately-sized, safe medical working                             area. The expansion will also allow the health center                             to provide additional services, such as mammography,                             bone density testing and group therapy. 

                             "The Barre Health Center provides critical medical                             services, including preventative and urgent care,                             to the community," Olver said. "It is                             an essential health clinic in an area with limited                             access to good quality healthcare and a great need."

                             The Barre Health Center was established in 1973 in                             the carriage house of a local estate and was relocated                             in 1984 to a new facility that would begin an effort                             to accommodate a significant increase in patient                             visits. Its current facility was built to accommodate                             15,000 patient visits per year. In 2001, volume grew                             to more than 26,000 patient visits and continues                             to grow by about 1,000 patients per year. 

                             The Barre Family Health Center is a private, non-profit                             health clinic that provides family care, prenatal                             care, baby delivery, well childcare, urgent and sick                             care, minor surgery, laboratory and x-ray services,                             respiratory treatments, psychological services, stress                             testing and cardiac consultations, podiatry and nutrition.                             Urgent care is available at the Barre Family Health                             Center 24 hours per day, seven days per week. 

                             For more information, contact Alice Shakman at the                             Barre Family Health Center at 508-334-5937.

$200,000 for certified nursing assistant training                             through Montachusett Opportunity Council (MOC)

                             MOC, the regional Community Action Program agency,                             will work in partnership with the Fitchburg Spanish                             Center and local nursing homes to implement the program.                             The program aims to further integrate CNAs into the                             care-giving process, provide them with the opportunity                             to improve their skills and achieve career goals,                             while improving the quality of resident care at nursing                             facilities. The program is expected to serve 112                             staff over two years.

                             "The nursing industry is faced with a shortage of                             personnel. Meanwhile, reimbursement pressures have                             shifted the focus of care to lower paid entry-level                             personnel, who tend to have higher turnover rates," Olver                             said. "This program will increase professional                             opportunities for CNAs while improving the quality                             of care for nursing home residents."

                             This program will pay special attention to Latino                             health care professionals to increase the number                             of bilingual CNAs in the industry. The North Worcester                             County region has a considerable number of elderly                             Latinos in need of quality nursing care, and the                             Latino population has a significantly higher unemployment                             rate than non-Latinos in the region. 

                             For more information, contact Kathleen McDermott,                             Montachusett Opportunity Council, at 978-345-7040                             or Neddy Latimer at the Spanish American Center at                             978-534-3145.

$400,000 for water and sewer improvements linked                             to Leominster neighborhood revitalization

                             The funding will assist the city with a sewer line                             upgrade in the Rockwell Village neighborhood that                             is a crucial piece of urban planning and revitalization                             efforts in the city.

                             "I commend the city of Leominster on its efforts toward                             revitalization and providing more affordable housing," Olver                             said. "The Rockwell Village neighborhood is                             an important aspect of this overall plan, and I am                             pleased that this federal funding will allow the                             city to complete necessary sewer work and move forward                             on the project."

                             The city of Leominster has been working on neighborhood                             revitalization efforts that include creating more                             affordable housing to help alleviate a shortage in                             the city and surrounding communities. The Rockwell                             Village sewer line replacement will allow further                             development of affordable housing and business expansion                             to move forward.

                             For more information, contact Leominster Mayor Dean                             J. Mazzarella at 978-534-7500.

                             ###
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